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ground among them. According to their traditions,
their ancestors lived for a long time in company with
Mongolic tribes, and traces of this intercourse can
still be discovered in their language. Attacked by
their neighbours, they built rafts and floated down
the river Lena, where they settled in the neighbour-
hood of what is now Yakutzk. Their original seats
seem to have been north-west of Lake Baikal. Their
language has preserved the Turkic type more com-
pletely than any other Turco-Tataric dialect. Sepa-
rated from the common stock at an early time, and
removed from the disturbing influences to which the
other dialects were exposed, whether in war or in
peace, the Yakutian has preserved so many primitive
features of Tataric grammar, that even now it may
be used as a key to the * grammatical forms of the
Osmanli and other more cultivated Turkic dialects.

Southern Siberia is the mother-country of the
Kirgis, one of the most numerous tribes of Turco-
Tataric origin. The Kirgis lived originally between
the Ob and Yenisei, where Mongolic tribes settled
among them. At the beginning of the seventeenth
century the Eussians became acquainted with the
Eastern Kirgis, then living along the Yenisei. In
1606 they had become tributary to Russia, and after
several wars with two neighbouring tribes, they were
driven more and more south-westward, till they left
Siberia altogether at the beginning of the eighteenth
century. They now live at Burnt, in Chinese Tur-
kestan, together with the Kirgis of the ' Great
Horde,' near the town of Kashgar, and north as far
as the Irtish,
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